Issue 
No.6 


The Official Publication of the 
NATIONAL LOCKSMITH 
AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION™ 


™ 


12.98 


The 1998 Chrysler Sebring 
Convertible, part 1 


by Michael Hyde 


2. This car is pretty easy to open. 
We chose a horizontal slide linkage tool to open this car. 


1. The Chrysler Sebring is available in two separate models, a convertible 
and a hardtop. There are two very unique differences between the 
versions. The hardtop model is made by Mitsubishi and is the brother to 
the Dodge Avenger. The convertible model is made by Chrysler. Only the 
convertible model has the optional Transponders system. 


Opening 
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3. We used two good wedges and inserted the tool on 
the passenger side door about 8 inches from the edge. 


5. The ignition lock cylinder is mounted to the steering column. 


Ignition 


4. The linkage rods are unshielded and can easily be 
found. The lower of the two rods is the one you want. 
Slide the rod forward and the car opens. 
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6. Remove the two 
Phillips head 
screws on the 
bottom side of the 
two piece plastic 
column shroud. 


7. There is still 
a screw in the 
back of the 
shroud, but by 
gently 
separating the 
front of the 
shroud there 
will be just 
enough room to 
access the 
ignition lock 
cylinder. Just 
remember to 
take your time 
and don’t force 
things. 
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10. The ignition lock removed from the car. The active 
retainer can be seen on the side of the lock. 


8. This model 
does not have a 
transponder 
system module 
attached to the 
column. The 
ignition lock is 
the same 
whether it has a 
transponder 
system or not. 
The trim on the 
front of the 
ignition housing 
does not 
interfere with 
removing the 
lock cylinder. 


9. To remove the cylinder insert the working key and 
turn it to the ON position and depress the active 
retainer found on the bottom of the column. 
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11. To 
disassemble this 
lock you will 
need a working 
key. Rotate the 
lock to where it 
would be in the 
ACC position in 
the car or just 
turn it counter- 
clockwise. 
Depress the stop 
pin to rotate the 
plug far enough 
to line it up with 
the ward and 
remove it. 


12. A look at the plug with all 8 tumblers and a side bar. 


13. There is a very small buzzer actuator mounted in the 
plug. If this actuator is not there the car will not start. 
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14. The buzzer actuator works with the white plastic 
indicator at the end of the plug. The indicator interacts 
with a small device in the ignition housing to activate the 
buzzer circuit and act as a vehicle anti-theft device. 


15. The door lock cylinder is mounted to the door skin 
underneath the outside door handle. 


Door Lock 


16. A view of the 
inside door 
panel that must 
be removed to 
access the door 
lock cylinder. 
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17. First remove the 
small trim cover that 
conceals the 
screw for the inside 
door release handle. 


18. Remove 
the screw for 
the front 
upper 
section of the 
panel. 
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19. Inside the door 
pull cavity is 2 
screws that must 
removed. 


20. Near the rear of 
the panel is trim 
cover that hides a 
panel screw that 
must be removed. 
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22. Remove 
the speaker 
grill, it is held 
in place by 
three snap 
fasteners. 


21. There is a 
speaker grill 
located on the 
front lower 
section of the 
panel. 
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25. Once the 
panel is removed 
you will see the 
plastic weather 
barrier. They 
must have used 
a very good glue 
on the one I took 
apart. Work the 
glue edge loose 
to move it aside. 


23. Underneath the speaker grill is 3 panel 
fastener screws that must removed. 


24. The panel is now ready to be removed. Once the panel 
screws are removed you can gently unsnap the lower 
section of the panel and lift it off the door. Be careful of 
the inside door release handle linkage rod, it must be 
disconnected along with any panel electronics. 
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27. To give you easier visual access it would be a good 
idea to remove the rubber end cap on the rear edge of the 
door. It has four plastic fasteners that can be reused. 


28. A look down at the lock cylinder from the top rear 
edge of the door. 


26. A view of the 
horizontal linkage. 
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29. A look at the door lock 
from a window track access 
hole. This door lock can be a 
real pain to get out. The 
window track is right in the 
way of getting to the door 
lock cylinder. You will have 
to remove the outside door 
handle to get at the lock 
cylinder. 


30. Lower the 
window all the 
way down to 
access the rear 
handle 10mm 
nut. 
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31. Disconnect 
the outside 
handle linkage 
rod. This view 
is from the top 
of the door 
looking down. 


32. Raise the 
window back up 
to get to the 
forward handle 
10mm nut. 
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33. A view of the outside handle removed. 


34. The lock cylinder linkage rod 
can now be disconnected. 


35. Remove 
the horse- 
shoe clip and 
slide the lock 
out. 
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38. The face cap must be removed. The 
replacement face cap part number is 
Strattec #321847 (chrome). The dust 
shutter assembly is of a modular design 
with two springs. 


37. To remove the plug, remove the “C” clip on the 
rear of the lock 


36. The door lock cylinder removed. 
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39. The door cylinder plug 
contains 7 tumblers in 
positions 2 through 8. 


40. The door lock 
disassembled. 


Next month we conclude 
this article covering the 
trunk, glove box and 
center console locks, as 
well as programming the 
keys. See you then. 


